
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: Byrd-Mims Scholar 
DEADLINE: March 1, 2017 
 
Sen. Harry F. Byrd Jr.—D. Lathan Mims 
Daily News-Record Four-Year Journalism Scholarship 
 

The Byrd-Mims Journalism Scholarships were enhanced in 2009 by a $250,000 donation to 
JMU’s journalism scholarship endowment, from the late Virginia Senator Harry F. Byrd Jr., whose 
family owns Harrisonburg’s Daily News-Record/Rockingham Publishing. The scholarships honor 
their benefactor, Sen. Byrd, and his longtime friend and associate D. Lathan Mims, who helped 
coordinate the senator’s campaigns, and who served for many years as editor and general 
manager of the Daily News-Record. 

 
Through a competitive application process in Spring 2017, JMU’s School of Media Arts & 

Design will name its first Byrd-Mims Scholar. A $10,000 scholarship will be awarded to the most 
promising journalism student who enters JMU as a freshman in Fall 2017. The award, which will 
be made in four annual installments of $2,500, will recognize the student’s demonstrated 
commitment to journalism and promise of high journalistic and academic achievement at JMU.  

 
The student selected for the Byrd-Mims scholarship also will receive the competitive 

Madison Award for Academic Excellence, which provides academic funding of $5,000 per year. 
In addition, the Byrd-Mims scholar will be directly and fully admitted as a journalism 
concentration major in the School of Media Arts & Design. 

 
The Byrd-Mims Scholar must enroll for a minimum of 12 hours each semester, maintain a 

3.0 JMU grade-point average, and participate continuously in the JMU student media. 
 
The deadline for submitting application materials in the Byrd-Mims Scholar competition is 

March 1, 2017. Application materials should be saved in the pdf format and sent as email 
attachments to: Professor Mike Grundmann, grundmmj@jmu.edu. 

 
In addition to the application materials listed on the next page, please include a cover 

sheet that provides the following information: 
 
Name: 
Email Address: 
Home Address: 
Phone: 
High School: 
Expected Graduation Date: 
Academic Honors and Awards: 
High School GPA: 
Journalism Experience: 
 
Have you ever been convicted of an honor code violation? _____YES _____NO 
If yes, explain: 
 
Statement: Attach a statement of no less than 300 words and no more than 500 words in which 
you describe your media experience as well as your passion for and commitment to journalism. 
Please discuss your ambition and goals for a career in journalism. 
 
Letter of support: Please ask your journalism teacher or another educator who knows your ability 
in journalism to write a letter of endorsement. The letter should be sent directly to JMU and will 
not be submitted by the student as part of the application. The letter of support should be saved 



in pdf format and sent as an email attachment to: Professor Mike Grundmann, 
grundmmj@jmu.edu. 
 
Work samples: Please include pdf’s of or links to five examples of published written or visual 
journalism content. This might include stories, editorials or columns published in a newspaper or 
magazine or an online site for a newspaper or magazine; a television or radio script; video 
journalism; or photos or artwork for a publication or website. Online content should be from the 
edited sites of media outlets. 
 


